


Brahmi script, and coarse dishes of Indian ware were found at Sembiran and Pacung in
Northeastern Bali. Sembiran and Pacung in Northeastern Bali produced more than one
hundred Indian sherds, the largest Indian Rouletted sherds which never found yet in
Southeast so far (Ardika, 1991; Ardika et.al. 1997; 194), Sembiran and Pacung which are
close to the village of Julah could be the ancient harbour or port site in Northeastern Bali
{Ardika, 2013). A complete rouletied ware bowl has been found a1 Kobak Kendal in west
Java, though to have been part of the kingdom of Taruma (see fig 1). It should be noted that
rouletted ware sherds were also discovered recently at Batujaya, West Java (Djafar, 2010: 97-
98, fig. 3.57).

Rouletted ware were manufactured in India and/or Sri Lanka perhaps between 150 BC
and AD 200. The earliest rouletted ware probably appeared in Bali and Indonesia in AD 1-
200 {Ardika and Bellwood, 1991: 229). Some rouletted wares at Sembiran were found in a
layer in association with a large black-slipped storage jar tempered with rice husk: this has
been dated by AMS radiocarbon 1o EGGWADD BP{Arduka and Belwwod, 1991). However,
recent excavations at Semb:rm and Pacung produced an AMS date obtained from charcoal at
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Figure 2. A sherd of Arikamedu type 18, an inscribed sherd of Kharosthi or Brahmi
seript, and gold beads from Sembiran

Early Evidence of Buddhism in Bali

The appearance of archaeological evidence such as gold foil eye covers, Indian
Rouletted wares and several Arikamedu type potteries, glass and stone beads indicate the
beginning of contacts between India and Bali around the late second century BC. Contacts
between India and Bali might have also involved Buddhism and Brahmanical priests.

Clay stupas and seals of Buddhist mantras or formulas have been found at the villages
of Pejeng and Tatiapi, Gianyar regency in the 1920. The total number of clay stupas were
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Figure 3, Clay stupas, Dhyani Buddha and seals of ye-fe dharma stored at Bali Museum

Figure 4. Relief of stupa inside the votive found at Kalibukbuk, and a miniatur stupa at Pura
Pagulingan view from the front and back sides
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