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! Kenet Ardhanu

Trnetuom

One main issue that has been

ssed in Indonesia regarding the

icracy process in a modern waorld

ves around feminism and gender

5. This can be understood since

‘are many differences between

wial roles and expectations of

and women. On the one hand, the

- are considered to play a limited

while on the other, the men play a

ficant role. This development can

ced back to the long process of

)esian history in the context of its

cal and social cultural aspects,

t is important to look at what

appened in the Minangkabau

he Balinese societies, since

hese societies are renowned

strongly concerned about their

ral heritage in comparison to other

ties in Indonesia. In the case of the

Islamic Minangkabau

ty in Wesl Sumatra, which was
ced by Hinduism in an earlier

wl, women hold a higher social

ion than men under the matrilineal

m. In Bali, where most of the

. are Hindus and are under a

line ‘system, men hold a higher

jon than women. The difference

# position is significant in how

ould understand the cultures of

he Minangkabau and the Balinese

in the context of modern and

{ is important to note that Bali is

1] Bnﬂ and the latest of a Hindu

.
AN L

43

maosaic in Southeast Asia (Ramstedt,
1999: 403). The Hindu religion in Bali
is named as Water Religion or Aguma
Tirtha. The meaning of water or “tirtha”
refers to the River of Sindhu in India
(Ardhana, 2016: 1). At the present
time, there are a number of common
grounds between Balinese Hinduism
and Indian Hinduism. For instance, in
Indian Hinduism many people look
upon Brahman as the supreme God.

In Balinese Hinduism, many people
take upon Sanghvang Widhi Wasa as
the supreme God. The Balinese term
of Sanghvang Widhi Wasa i1s just like
Brahman, since Sanghvang Widhi
Wasa is believed to encompass global
dualities. This can be seen in Kakawin
Sutasoma, written by Mpu Tantular as
follows:

“Rwaneka dhat winuwwus war-a Budha
Wiswa. Bhineka rakwa ringapan kena
parwanosen. Mangkang finarwa kalawan
siwarwa minggal. Bhneka mnggal ika tan
hana dharma mangrwa®.

In the Balinese terminology. it is
well known as Rwa Bhineda, in which
the ideology of unity and diversity later
developed.

In Balinese Hinduism, Sanghyang
Widhi Wasa is believed to have
several avatars, and most of the Hindu
Gods and Goddesses of Bali were
traditionally merged. Indeed, there
are similarities between the beliefs
of Balinese Hinduism and Indian
Hinduism. However. a number of
Balinese Hindu beliefs and practices
were merged into Balinese Hinduism
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ife while another hand holds developed in Bali most likely during the
nbered head, on her neck 10th to 11th century within the context

scklace of skulls. In Balinese of the story of Calonarang in East Java.
ism, the Kali is a far departure According to the local tradition in Bali,
he native Kali as represented the Calonarang is Mahendradatta, a
Indian Hindu belief. In Bali wife of the king Udayana. Until now.
ism, Kali is called as Rangda, the Balinese believe that the soul of
believed to be among the avatars ~ Mahendradatta is Durga, the consort of
vi Durga. The story of Durga Shiva.[]

a. | Kewt, 2016. “Religious Teachings on Sustainability in the Context of
induism in Bah", r presented at the Asian Conference, A Call to Dialogue on the
sstainability of Life in the Asian Context, held by the JCAP (Jesuit Conference of Asia
sific) at the University Sanata Dharma Yogyakarta, 3-10 August

ma. | Ketut and [ Nyoman Wijaya. 2015a. "Indian Influences on Balinese Culture:

: Role of Hinduism and Buddhism in Present Day Bali". Paper presented at the
gernational Seminar on “Thai-India History and Cultural Relationship™ Room 105,
fahachulalongkorn Building, Chulalongkom University. Organized by the Institute of
ian Studies. Chulalongkorn University, 26-27 May.

| Ketut. T Ketut Setiawan, Sulanjari et al. 2015b. Calonarang dalam Kebudayaan
; - Dinas Kebudayaan Kabupaten Gianyar in cooperation with Pusat Kajian
i Universitas Udayana.
na, I Ketut and 1 Ketut Setiawan 2014, Raja Udayana Warmadewa. Denpasar:
intah Kabupaten Gianyar and Center for Bali Studies, Pusat Kajian Bali-
versitas Udavana.
na. | Ketut, 2012a “Cultural Relationships between India and Indonesia: Viewing from
: Collective Memories™. r at the India-ASEAN Academic Seminar on
adia and Indonesia-Shared History & Culture and ities for Deepening Feople

People Contacts held by Indian Embassy in Jakarta. Cultural Consulate of India in
E‘q.‘mnr and University of Udayana, m Denpasar Bali, 30 October.

a1 Ketut. 2012b. “Indian Influences on the Balinese Culture in the Context of
and Human Securities”, in International Seminar on “Cultural Exchange
etween India and Southeast Asian World™, held by Udayana University in cooperation
vith Global Association of Indo-Asean Studies and Hankuk University of Foreign
tudies, Korea, in Denpasar Bali, 8-9 February.
pa. | Ketut. 2011. “Tourism and Community Security in Bali: A Social and Cultural
erspective”. Paper presented i the Conference and General Assembly of [FSSO,
Social Science Perspectives on Human Security” in Lyceum of the Philippines
Iniversity (LPU), Batangas City, Philippines, November 8-11.
ana, | Ketut. 1993, “Balinese Puri in Historical Perspective: The Role of Pun Satria
nd Puri Pamacutan in Social and Political Changes in Badung, South Bali 1906-

59
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